THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS
GROVER SELLERS - AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

Honorable D. W, Burkhal ter
County Attorney
Throckmorton County
Throsimorton, Texas

Dear 8irs Opinion No. O=5874
Ret Authority of Cormissioners' Court
Yo pay for special election im or-
der % hat voters may decide whether
county should employ trapper, eto.

Your request for our opimion in the above captiomed matter has beem re-
ceived, and we quote from your letter as followss

"The Commissioners! Court of this couwty has ordered an eleotion to be held om
the 15th day of April, 1944, to determime whether or not the voters of the
county desire the commissioners' court %o employ trappers to trap predatory
animels in this county.

"And the questiom has arisem among some of the commissioners as to whether or
not they are authorized, or have the authority, to pay for the holdimg of such
an elsction, out of the Gemeral Fumds of the county; emd

“"Also whether or no%, in the event the election should carry, or be in favor
of employing such trappers, whether or not they would be suthorized or have
the authority to employ such trappers, and pay them out of the General Funds
of the county."

After a careful study of the statutes, we find no provisions authoriz-
ing the commissioners' court of Throeckmortom County to oall a special eleotiom
in order t hat the voters may decide whether the county shall employ a trapper
to trap predatory animals in sald coumty. BSinmoe the commissioners' court does
not have authority to call the above described eleoctlom, it mast nmecessarily
follow that said body does mot have the authority to pay for such an electionme

We a re enclosing & copy of Opinion Noe. O~2709 writton by this department
which we fell fully covers the powers of & omisslonors court to employ and
pay & coumty trapper for his servicesz. -

Very truly yours,

JCDsdbsegw

Enclosure ATIQRNEY GENERAL QF TEXAS
AFFROVED MAR 27, 1944

/s/ Gec, P. Hackburn By /s/ J, Ce Davis, Jr.

(Aoting) A TORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS Assistant



